Stucki hypes hybrid helicopter concept

by Mark Huber

Martin Stucki—the founder of Marenco Swiss-
copter and the creator of the SHog helicopter—
is back with a new hybrid-electric helicopter
concept and looking for investors. Swisscopter
is now the Kopter division of Leonardo and
the helicopter that he first envisioned there,
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Marenco is floating a hybrid-electric helicopter
here in Dallas. The design includes a1,000-shp
turbine generator, electric motor-driven main and
tail rotors, and backup battery pack.

announced in 2011, remains under develop-
ment as the rebadged AWo9. Since leaving
Swisscopter in 2016, Stucki has focused on
operating his engineering company, Marenco
(Booth 7411), founded in 1997.

Stucki’s new aircraft design is similar to the
SHog but features a longer, all-carbon-fiber
fuselage with seating for up to nine plus the
pilot. It is planned to be powered by a 1,000-
shp turbine generator/engine that provides
power to separate electric motors that drive
the main and tail rotors, as well as charge a
backup battery pack for emergency power for
autorotations and high-altitude approaches.
The design eliminates mechanical connec-
tions between the turbine and the main rotor,
yielding a design that is simpler and safer,
Stucki said.

“A lot of things that could go wrong are
eliminated, but it is otherwise a conventional
helicopter. Any helicopter pilot can fly it,
which makes it a lot different than these fancy
eVTOLs that need flight-control software,”
he said. Preliminary performance targets

are three hours’ endurance and a fast cruise
speed of 140 knots, he told AIN. Marenco’s
new design is currently in the “conceptual and
financing phase,” the company said.

“If you do it the second time, you have a lot
of know-how,” Stucki maintained. “It will be
much easier.” ¢
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